


project what’s your sign?

Continue stitching 1 bead at a time, sewing under the thread
loop and exiting up through the bead just picked up.  

Stitch 4 rows, increasing at both ends of each row to form
the bottom corners of the dog tags. To increase by 1 bead at the
end of a row, pick up 1 bead and sew under the last thread bridge
of the previous row again, sharing this loop with the previous
bead added. Exit up through the new bead. Repeat Steps 2 and
3 for a total of 4 rows. 

Create a ladder stitch foundation row 23 beads across in
color A. Push the beads into place with your fingers so the holes
are vertical. Pull each stitch firmly. The beads sit straighter
when you add more rows. End with your needle exiting up
through an end bead. Work your piece from bottom to top. 

Increasing
Always pick up 2 beads to start a new row in brick stitch.

Pick up 2 beads, then stitch under the thread loop that bridges
between the first 2 beads in the previous row, and exit up
through the second new bead you just picked up. One of your
new beads will extend a little beyond the end bead below.

Ladder stitch foundation

Capricorn the Goat 
December 22–January 19

Taurus the Bull 
April 20–May 20

Aquarius the Water Bearer 
January 20–February 18

Pisces the Fish 
February 19–March 20

Gemini the Twins 
May 21–June 20

Aries the Ram 
March 21–April 19
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Tip: Watch for your color change where the pattern symbol
begins in the second or third rows, depending on which symbol
you create. (Color change is not accurately shown in our illustra-
tion.) The increases form the bottom curved corners of the dog-
tag shape.

After the 4 increased rows, the dog tag sides are parallel for
12 more rows, for a total of 16 rows. The sides should look some-
what like zipper teeth, as every other row will have both ends of
the row show an increase or a decrease. Your 16th row will show
“out” beads at the end.  

Decreasing
The 17th row is the first decreased row for the top rounded

corners. Pick up 2 beads to begin the new decreased row. Sew
through the second thread loop in the previous row and exit the
second bead you just added. 

Continue sewing across the row 1 bead at a time. Remem-
ber to end the new row at a decrease on the other side. 

To end the thread and add new thread: With about 6" left in
your working thread, make a figure eight by weaving diagonally
down back into 3 beads in the piece, across to an adjacent bead,
then up through 3 other beads on a diagonal so your thread
paths cross each other. Before trimming your tail, note from
which bead the tail exits—this is where your new thread should
exit to continue. Trim the tail. Start a new thread in a similar fig-
ure eight to secure your tail. Continue stitching.

To make the bead bail loop, determine the top end of the
dog tag so the symbol hangs correctly. Using a new 12" piece of
thread, sew through the space between the middle beads,
between rows 2 and 3, leaving a 6" tail. String 15A beads. Sew
around through the dog tag and through the loop of beads 2–3
times. Weave the working thread and tail securely back into the
beadwork as in Step 6. Trim. Wear on cord of choice!

Cancer the Crab 
June 21–July 22

Scorpio the Scorpion 
October 23–November 21

Leo the Lion 
July 23–August 22 

Virgo the Virgin 
August 23–September 22

Sagittarius the Archer 
November 22–December 21

Libra the Scales of Balance 
September 23–October 22 
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